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for them, they assessed the damages at the contemptuous figure
of one farthing.

This time it was Carson's triumph,, though he failed to induce
the judge to deprive Messrs. Cadbury of their costs.

Towards the end of the year Rufus Isaacs was appointed a
member of the Royal Commission on the Divorce Laws under
the chairmanship of Lord Gorell, a former President of the
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division, but was obliged to
resign early in the following year on his acceptance of office.

Though circumstances thus prevented him from taking part
in the protracted deliberations of this commission, he fully agreed
with the conclusions finally embodied in their report, which,
after lying fallow for a quarter of a century, was the foundation
of many of the provisions of the Matrimonial Causes Act of 1957.

Meanwhile a tremendous political storm was brewing. Early
in the year bitter and heated controversy had raged over the
Government's programme of warship construction, which provided
for the immediate building of four Dreadnoughts and left them
with the discretion to add to that number if the expansion and
acceleration of the German programme demanded it. But the
Opposition and some of the Government supporters, if not a
section of the Cabinet itself, were all in favour of the immediate
laying down of eight new ships, their demands being voiced in
the slogan : "We want eight and we won't wait."

Rufus Isaacs spoke in the debate on the naval estimates in
support of the Government plans, defending them on the ground
of the immense superiority of the British over the German fleet
as a whole. In an excited House his speech was subjected to some
interruption, and the atmosphere was certainly not calmer when
in July he next took part in a debate. For he chose a moment
when Mr. Lloyd George's famous Budget was passing through
the committee stage and the fiercely controversial topic of taxation
3f land values was under discussion.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, confronted by the need to
Snance an extensive and increasing programme alike of armaments
and of social reform, had introduced into his budget proposals
Df a far-reaching and drastic character, higher death duties, super-
tax and taxation of land values (including a duty on unearned
increment and on the capital value of undeveloped land), which
svere frankly designed at the same time to produce the required
revenue and to bring about a greater equalization of wealth. It
was received by the Opposition with outraged protests against
robbery and spoliation, and there was soon no man more execrated
.n Conservative circles than Mr. Lloyd George, who revelled in